STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/24 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000807500028-5

et

* analysisTiivolving “a complex mathe-

ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE zz-— /

Bad Spies
And Good '

2 A Convincing Thriller
+0f Moles and Men

> By Jonathan Yardley

%its clear from “The Children’s
‘Game,” his second novel, that David
Wise has done something unusual
‘and -admirable: He has made ‘the 1
difficult transition from journalist to |
novehst, in the process revealing
himself as equally adept at two
forms of writing that have precious
little in -common. Well known for a
number of years as the.author of -

. -‘THE CHILDRENS GAME, _
: By David Wise. -

AT (St.Mamn’s/Mamk.w'ppSlmn)

arhcles and books about the Amer-
ican intelligence and national secu-
rity apparatus, Wise made his debut
as a novelist a couple of years ago in
“Spectrum,” an .entertaining -thriller
that seemed more a work of fiction-
lized reportage than a real work of
fiétion; but “The Children’s Game” is
the work of a novelist who obvxously
knows what he is doing and is com-
vfoftable with it.

e “Spectrum ” “The Children’s ;
Gaz_n_g is a serious commentary on ¥

the role of the Central Intelligence
Agency masquerading -as ‘a - mere
/iece of -escapist entertainment. Its
«central character, Bill Danner, once
*a legendary figure” inside ‘the CIA, "~
is brought back into the agency-on-a-.
mission familiar to readers of -espi--
onage fiction: To uncover a “mole”
who apparently has penetrated the
‘CIA and is turning over top secret
information t the Soviet Union. 1t
is a mission at first fiercely resisted
by Datiner, who left the (‘IA with ©
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Bitter feelings some vears hefore: bui’
as_he begins tv dig into the tase.
amoving from- Langlev to Vienna o
Switzerland and ultimately 10" Mos-
oW itself. the familiar excitement of
,Lhe chase returns to himy. ~ - .74 _;_ ‘

“ That chese is cumphcabed by.the
»puzzling role of the “old ‘bovs.” a:
group of silk-rep-tie types who had |
been "the heart and soul of the, a,en-
cv during-the 1950s and 1960s,” who
“shared a belief that the -ordinary .
Jules of morality, the rules that gov-
-erned society as a whole, could be set

.aside by them in the higher interests -

_ofthe state” Hundreds of these ien™

had been fired or eliminated through

attntlon after the “Halloween Mas-
" of 1977. Now there may be

"reason to believe that there is a con- }

nection between these “old boys”
-and the mole, that they may be try-
ing..to work up -a “high- vnsﬂ)xhiv
scandal to embarrass the agency.'

The moré Danner digs. - the more
*puzzling ‘and dangemuc thmvs be-
seomenHis 11-year-old daughter Car-
. tie, who lives with his former wife, is
lududped H.e falls in love with an-
rother ClA operatne Julie Norris,
«but fears that i i some way she may
wheworking agaimst him.” He doesn’t
know \\hethex to believe the infor-
~tation and leads supplied him h\'
-higherzups in the\CIA. The contacts
he makes with the “old boys™ only
.add to his vonfusion and his growing
“fear that xmnethmu far more omi-
nous,than the hurrm\mm of a mere
mole i$ going on.

It is a complicated plot. and it
contains an agreeably laxge number :
-of quite genuine surprises—none of

which, need it be said, is going to
find its way into this review. It is
i iAl1so, because Wise cannot - resist -
" being & reporter even when he’s -a
.. novelist, filled with a great- dedl of
information, all of which has, to the I
lay reader at least. the ring of au-
thenmcxty Not only ‘does Wise tell
where, in Langley and environs. ('JA l
emploves eat, drink and shop; he |
also provides juicy details about quch
arcana as the “Jow- s:gndlure huliet.”

! powemutrdnsmltter in the qhape'
_af a "tiny black beetle, about one-

eighth of-an inch long™ and wvoice

~ matic process called a direct Fourier
transformation.” Of such tidbits wre
the ~warp and wool of espionage
thrillers manufactured. and - Wise
supplies exactly the most satisfving
amount of then.

He also movex all this business .

toward 2 serious point. Unlike many

~journalists or disaffected agents who
specialize I writing about the CIA.

Wise is not a reflexive opponent of -

wwemment-&pons()r'ed _. espionage.

The argumem >he makes in “The
-Children’s Game” is essentially the
_same one he made in “Spectrum”:
< The fault lies not with.the idea of
intelligence but with the forms it can
-take when_the system .becomes cor-
rupted—even. if it is corrupted for
what seem the best and noblest of
‘reasons. Bill Danner’s quarrél is not
‘with his country, which -he knows
must have covert as well as overt
torms of selt-defense. "but -with an
intelligence Jeadership that Lhmks it

‘v

; can-avoid the “rules of the game”.in
* what~it-perceives 1 be the higher
- hk€érests of the government.

The message inahis two novels

" may be the same. but the. method is

“not. “The Children’s Game” is a far

. more controfled and suphlbucaled
S work of fiction than °

“Spectrum™its
cialogue i tighter and more conving-
~ iy, it descriptive prose Jess depen-

- dent vm the diches of pop fiction. its

© plit more carefully devised and thus
_ore plausible. If its conclusion is
*perhaps rather more pat than the
v Test of the story seems 10 promise,
that is"a choice the novelist must be
permitted to make. And thexe no
longer can be any doubt that a nov-
elist is what David Wise has become.




